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[Laughter] I appreciate Congressman Dave 
Hobson joining us as well. 

I want to thank the State attorney gen-
eral, Jim Petro, for joining us; U.S. Attor-
ney Greg Lockhart. I want to thank Direc-
tor Ken Morckel for joining us today. 
Thank you, Ken, for being here. Paul 
McClellan, State and local officials, most 
of all, people who wear the uniform, I’m 
proud you’re here. 

Today when I landed at the airport, I 
met Dianne Garrett, who is with us today. 
Dianne has been a volunteer with the 
Whitehall Citizens Police Academy Alumni 
Association for 8 years. She represents 
thousands of people across our country who 
are working hand in glove with their local 
law enforcement to make the police stations 
work better. She’s a part of the citizen 
corps. She’s a part of the emergency re-
sponse team in Whitehall community. 

The reason I bring up people like 
Dianne is, it’s important for us to always 
remember that the great strength of Amer-
ica lies in the hearts and souls of our citi-
zens. The true strength of this country lies 
in the hearts of those who are willing to 
help volunteer to make our communities 
a more compassionate, decent, and safe 
place. If you want to serve Ohio, if you 
want to serve America, help feed the hun-
gry, find shelter for the homeless, volunteer 
to help our law enforcement do their job. 
Love a neighbor just like you’d like to be 
loved yourself, and you’re making a big 
contribution to America. Dianne, thank you 
for coming. Go ahead and stand up. 

My most solemn duty as the President 
is to protect the American people. And I’m 
honored to share that responsibility with 
you. We have a joint responsibility. As 
sworn officers of the law, you’re devoted 
to defending your fellow citizens. Your vigi-
lance is keeping our communities safe, and 
you’re serving on the frontlines of the war 
on terror. It’s a different kind of war than 
a war our Nation was used to. You know 
firsthand the nature of the enemy. We face 
brutal men who celebrate murder, who in-

cite suicide, and who would stop at nothing 
to destroy the liberties we cherish. You 
know that these enemies cannot be de-
terred by negotiations or concessions or ap-
peals to reason. In this war, there’s only 
one option, and that option is victory. 

Since September the 11th, 2001, we have 
gone on the offensive against the terrorists. 
We have dealt the enemy a series of power-
ful blows. The terrorists are on the run, 
and we’ll keep them on the run. Yet they’re 
still active; they’re still seeking to do us 
harm. The terrorists are patient and deter-
mined, and so are we. They’re hoping we’ll 
get complacent and forget our responsibil-
ities. Once again, they’re proving that they 
don’t understand our Nation. The United 
States of America will never let down its 
guard. 

It’s a long war, and we have a com-
prehensive strategy to win it. We’re taking 
the fight to the terrorists abroad so we 
don’t have to face them here at home. 
We’re denying our enemies sanctuary by 
making it clear that America will not tol-
erate regimes that harbor or support terror-
ists. We’re stopping the terrorists from 
achieving ideological victories they seek by 
spreading hope and freedom and reform 
across the broader Middle East. By advanc-
ing the cause of liberty, we’ll lay the foun-
dations for peace for generations to come. 

And one of the great honors as the Presi-
dent is to be the Commander in Chief of 
a fantastic United States military, made fan-
tastic by the quality and the character of 
the men and women who wear the uni-
form. Thank you for serving. 

As we wage the war on terror overseas, 
we’ll remember where the war began, right 
here on American soil. In our free and 
open society, there is no such thing as per-
fect security. To protect our country, we 
have to be right 100 percent of the time. 
To hurt us, the terrorists have to be right 
only once. So we’re working to answer that 
challenge every day, and we’re making good 
progress toward securing the homeland. 
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